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Case study for social implementation of collaborative nature restoration in rivers
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This study aims to implement “Collaborative Nature Restoration in rivers” in society. This approach involves
various stakeholders who, through their own ideas and collaboration, engage in hands-on nature restoration activities
at familiar waterside locations while enjoying the process. To achieve this, cases of such efforts from across Japan
were collected and analyzed, on-site investigations were conducted with the cooperation of the implementing
organizations, and the know-how required for these initiatives were systematically organized and compiled.

For the case collection, sources such as casebooks published by the “Collaborative Nature Restoration in rivers”
Study Group—of which the authors serve as managing members—were used and the outcomes of 27 field training
seminars held in the past. Additional interviews were conducted with key stakeholders involved in the activities,
and a total of 69 case examples were organized and analyzed. Furthermore, on-site surveys were conducted at 10
locations, including leading cases and sites where new activities are planned. With the cooperation of the
implementing organizations, insights were gathered into the challenges and solutions associated with Collaborative
Nature Restoration, and essential know-how such as goal setting, applicable methods, implementation frameworks,
and ways to assess outcomes were organized. In addition, for all 69 collected and organized cases, case files (calte)
that compile information on the implementation site, project overview, restoration objectives, methods used,
execution structure, effects, and related resources were created. These were structured into a case database, presented
with map data via Google Maps, and made publicly available on the “Collaborative Nature Restoration in rivers”
Study Group’s website to support new stakeholders interested in taking action.

Key Words: Collaborative nature restoration, Nature positive, Green infrastructure, Small and medium-sized

rivers, Case study analysis
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