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Basic Research on Waterway Transport and Preliminary Considerations for the Future
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This paper reports the results of the "2023 National Waterway Transport Survey" conducted on first-
class rivers across Japan, and invokes previous research to consider the current status and problems of
waterway transport on rivers, and future measures. As a result of collecting responses questionnaires
issued to offices nationwide directly under the jurisdiction of the Water and Disaster Management
Bureau in the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, it became clear that passenger
transport, represented by houseboats and pleasure boats, is still alive and well in rivers in all locations,
and that there are multiple rivers where waterway transportation is used not only for passengers but
also for the transportation of cargo. Referencing the questionnaire and previous research, we derived
four major issues. The first issue is that the extent of demand for waterway transport is not continuously
understood. The second issue is that the route status is not understood in case there is a need. The third
issue is that the multifaceted value that adds value to waterway transport is not adequately clear. The
fourth issue is that there is no connection with other means of transportation or with the town. In order
to solve the above four issues, we proposed to conduct a nationwide survey of the actual situation of
waterway transport, conduct an investigation on waterway routes on individual rivers, publicize our
results, clarify the multifaceted values of waterway transport, and understand the cases of connections
with other means of transportation.

Keywords: waterway transport, H20 national waterway transport survey, urban regeneration,
Intravenous logistics, multifaceted value, CO2 reduction
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