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In pursuit of more efficient tree management along Yoshino River
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Trees along a river are an important part of the riverine environment and the local landscape. But they can obstruct
flood control by obstructing river flow. Driftwood can block a river channel flowing under a bridge.

In response to the increasingly intense and frequent disasters caused by heavy rains associated with climate
change and other factors, the Japanese Cabinet approved three-year measures for urgently preventing and
mitigating disasters, and building up national resilience. One of the measures for pursing greater safety with more
robust flood control is felling trees along rivers across Japan. The Yoshino River is no exception.

Willow and bamboo groves account for a major part of trees growing along Yoshino River. These trees sprout and
grow back soon after they are felled. Such quick recovery complicates tree control.

This paper is intended for the development of a more effective method of controlling trees along Yoshino River.
Toward this aim, it compiles case studies of methods for curbing reforestation along other rivers. Comparison of these

tree control methods was sought by planning tests and monitoring surveys.

Keyword: tree control, sprouting and regrowth, felling of trees, plan for monitoring surveys, field trial
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