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Research regarding the promotion of community development utilizing rivers
with a focus on regional entities
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Approximately 10 years have passed since the establishment of the “River Town Project” support system by
the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. While there are many attractive cases of this project
due to the sharing of successful cases as well as the Mizbering Project, there are also some cases where the
project is not fully utilized or applied. One major factor that separates cases that have issues from those that do
not is the presence of an active entity such as a key person or organization that has an active part in community
development utilizing rivers.

Based on the information on promotional entities of the River Town plans as well as the results of questionnaires
concerning registered areas, this study investigated the current condition of how active entities are involved in
community development utilizing rivers which resulted in the surmise that municipalities are aware of the active
entities for less than 40%, indicating that there are many areas throughout Japan that require improvements. In
addition, regarding the 3 River Town Projects that are considered to be the most active including the
“Shinanogawa Yasuragitei River Town Project”, “Otogawa Riverfront River Town Project”, and the “Gokasegawa
River Town Project”, structural plans and activity development of these projects were organized and the entity
roles in the project, as well as the timing of participation, were considered. Furthermore, there are no conditions
regarding the presence of active entities in the activity outline of the “River Town Project” support system or
the activity plans which indicates that the issue of active entity participation starts from the planning stage.

Keywords: Community development utilizing rivers, active organizations, regional, private sector, scheme
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