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Consideration for Community-led Prosperity in Waterfront Utilization Development Districts
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Through the Waterfront Utilization support system, which promotes development and utilization of rivers and
waterfronts together with urban development in corporation with communities, 191 Waterfront Utilization
districts are registered nationwide as of June 2018. In the areas where development of hardware including river
management and utilization facilities are proceeded from the viewpoint of community people and users under this
system, efforts to use the resources and know-how in the communities to further promote the utilization of rivers
and waterfronts are expected.

In this article, we will report the details of seasonal events that take place in the Katsura district (Shirosato
Town, Ibaraki), which is located at the middle reaches of Naka River that runs through Ibaraki and Tochigi
Prefectures and has been developed through Waterfront Utilization, as well as questionnaire results. Many groups
consisting of multiple people including families and acquaintances participated in the events. For characteristic
hands-on events such as a bamboo charcoal event, the participation of not only local people but also the people
from the wider area was acknowledged. All the participants used their own cars as the transportation means in all
the events. In the comments received, people told us they were pleased about the hands-on nature events,
environmental learning, and delicious local foods as well as requests for athletics events and more hands-on
events.

Keywords: Waterfront Ultilization, prosperity, users, nature, environment, learning, hands-on event,
guestionnaire, opinions
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