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A Report on the Use and Utilization of River Areas
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The standard of permission on occupation in river areas are set forth in “the rule of permission on uses and occupation
in river areas.” An amendment of the rule in 2011 enabled private sectors to do business such as outdoor cafes and barbeque
if local communities exceptionally agree, whereas only public entities such as local governments had been basically allowed
to occupy river areas. More than five years have passed since its amendment, we are seeing some increase in such business
use and utilization.

This report updates the status of private uses and utilization based on “exceptional cases on occupational uses on rivers
to restore cities and regions.” It also conducts a hearing survey to private sectors to grasp awaiting solutions on the rule.
As a result, though we are seeing more cases of such exceptional uses nationally, there are some deviation regionally.
Private sectors do not have issues on the permit fees and the current rule, but operationally, they feel they have issues in

terms of sharing awareness with new participants and securing safety for customers.

Keywords: rule of permission on uses and occupation in river areas, areas for restoration use in cities and regions, private
business entities, hearing survey
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