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Report on the Survey on the Existing Fish Channels Status in the Rivers Managed

by the Government
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Japan has been attempting to improve upstreaming environment for fish such as installing fishways at weirs.  Particularly,
as part of “Nature-Oriented River Development,” “Fish-Friendly River Works Promotion Model Projects” started in 1991
spread installation of fishways nationwide and we have seen positive effects in the expansion of upstreaming migration
range.

While it has been over 20 years since the development of “Fish-Friendly River Works Promotion Model Projects” and we
are seeing positive effects in upstreaming environment by installing fishways in some degree, we are seeing some fishways
with deteriorating functions or those fishwasy that are not performing up to expectations. Under the circumstances where
efficiency in maintenance and management of social investments are being requested, maintenance and improvement of
efficient fishways are warranted. It is considered that by providing maintenance work frequently, cutting the budget for
maintenance and maintaining fishways in good order is possible.

This paper reports the results on the status of river-crossing facilities and fishways, effects of fishway installation and
issues on existing fishways, effective inspection method on fishways to resolve issues based on the entire inspection on
river-crossing facilities in 1993, 2002 and 2009 and survey on existing fishways in 2014 and 2015.
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