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Survey on What the Waterfronts and Towns Should Be
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As one can imagine in Ukiyo-e prints from the Edo Period, people’s living centered around rivers and waterfronts.
However, through the Recovery Period after the World War 11 and the Rapid Economic Growth Period, river environments
were degraded and people’s life and towns went away from waterfronts and gathering around waterfronts were rapidly lost.
“River-town Project Support Program” was established and “River Zone License Regulation” was deregulated both of which
contributed to have support to provide attractiveness to waterfronts and lead to gathering around water fronts.

From now on, it is important to encourage and promote the private sector to participate into this to create further gathering.
Under the circumstances, this paper surveyed mechanism for laws and regulations domestically and internationally
applicable in public space (rivers, roads, parks and beaches) as well as requirements for gathering around water fronts and
town. Outside of Japan, generally, riverfront land owners manage and they have more freedom in the use of river space.
Legal and regulatory system applicable to public space from other fields showed differences in occupancy period and to
whom the use fees are paid to. In addition, requirements for creating gathering around waterfronts and towns, extracted
were “geographically next to city centers,” “numerous city facilities such as historic ones” and “there exists a promoting
organization for use and utilization of riverfronts.” Based on this survey, it is important for us to require occupancy period,
payment mechanism for occupation fees and areal management to view river and city together in the future.

Keywords: Areal management, occupancy permit, river law article 20, City Plan, use of river space
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