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Nature Restoration in the prefecture-managed Maruyama River system
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In the Maruyama River that runs through Toyooka basin, Hyogo prefecture, aiming to reintroduce Oriental White Stork
(Ciconia boyciana) into the wild, citizens-led project “Plan on Whole Region of Oriental White Stork Flying as a Museum”
was advanced in Hyogo prefecture and the city of Toyooka. In March 2003, Oriental White Stork Reintroduction
Promotion Council adopted “Oriental White Stork Reintroduction Promotion Plan,” and Oriental White Stork as a symbol of
community development was started.

With the background, in 2005 Hyogo prefecture and the Government of Japan adopted “The Maruyama River System
Nature Restoration Plan” in order to preserve, restore and create natural environment rich in nature among rivers.
Moreover, in 2007, based on the habitat status of a natural national monument, Japanese giant salamander (Andrias
japonicas) in lzushi River region in Maruyama River system, measures were added into the Plan to restore habitat
environment. Based on the nature restoration plan, Hyogo prefecture and the Government of Japan as a unit have
implemented measures to restore the environment that co-exists with the stork, the salamander and people.

Ten years have passed since the adoption of the Plan. Hyogo Prefecture’s nature restoration project is at a stage where
confirmation of progress status and evaluation of the project is necessary. This paper reports confirmation of the status and
evaluation of the nature restoration project along with future project priorities
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