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Environmentally friendly river channel construction in Chubu Regional Bureau of
the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
- Challenges and responses in implementation of the river channel construction project-
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The issue of the discussion is to compare and contrast the environmental data from both pre-and post-river channel
constructions nationwide to better understand the impact of the project on river environments (physical and biological) to
highlight issues and consider necessary responses when similar river channel construction projects are planned in the
Chubu Regional Bureau. Specifically, targeting rivers nationwide similar to those in the Chubu Regional Bureau, we
selected those rivers with specific issues regarding characteristics in river channel and river environment mentioned below.
Moreover, of those selected, as to these issues, we compared those rivers that had river channel construction and excavation,
tree clearing, sediment returns, river channel construction for restoration of backwaters, reed field and tidal flats to
understand physical environmental changes by the impacts and ecological changes (response) due to such changes. With
impact and response relationship, issues and counter-measures with regard to river channel construction in the middle
reaches of rivers were considered. Results of the project monitoring are the basis, if available, to understand ecological
changes, but there are only a few if at all. Therefore, timing for project improvement, improvement location, survey
timing and points are not necessarily conforming to and therefore limit the application to our cases, but we carefully
considered application possibilities and make use of National Census on River Environments. This paper reports the
discussion above.

Key Words: impact -response, National Census on River Environments, river channel construction, river channel
excavation, tree clearing, sediments return, restoration of backwaters, reed field and tidal flats
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