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Social Design for Urban Riverside Area
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In Japan, people enjoyed singing about rivers, which dates back to the Manyo Era. Also Ukiyoe in the Edo Era drew
downtown and Ohkawa (Sumida River) numerously, indicating towns and waterfronts were in harmony, forming as a space
of prosperity. However, debris disposal after the World War 11 filling up, water quality deterioration resulting from rapid
economic growth, use of water transportation decline and river improvement focusing on flood control all led to citizen’s
life and prosperity out of waterfronts.

More recently, however, both regulatory and physical improvements such as water quality regulations and sewage
improvements made water quality better and Amended River Law in 1997 progressively increased social interest in river
environment by, for example, adding environment as one of the purposes of a river. Additionally, it is considered that
management is in place to bring prosperity back to waterfronts again such as by “River and Community Planning” Support
System and deregulations of Permits in River Area Uses and Occupation.

In this report, we summarize some of the pioneering cases and projects for community development that utilized rivers,
and discuss future approaches to River and Community Planning and waterfront and town building.

Key Words: river and community planning, waterfronts, regulations on Permits in River Area Uses and Occupation, use
of private sector, social design, Mizbering
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