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Measures against exotic plants in the middle reaches of the Kinu River

in collaboration with regions (Second report)
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In the middle reaches of the Kinu River, water used to flow freely, with meandering sections of a double-row
channel, and gravel bars formed. In recent years, however, the gravel bar environment has been drastically
changing, e.g. through expansion of grassland and forests. Particularly notable is the fact that Aster
kantoensis, one of the plants unique to gravel bars, has been drastically decreasing due to the rapid growth of
exotic plants such as weeping love—grass. Consequently, there has been a need to remove exotic plants and
conserve those unique to gravel bars.

Under these circumstances, while gravel bar restoration projects have been promoted, aiming to restore the
environment suited to habitation and growth of the organisms unique to river gravel bars, the removal of exotic
plants, including weeping love—grass, and conservation of those unique to gravel bars such as Aster kantoensis,
have been actively undertaken, mainly by local civic groups. However, the scope of these activities is limited.

To promote these activities performed mainly by local residents, this study continued, in FY 2010, to examine
a framework (organization and roles) for wider, more effective and efficient collaboration with the regions, as well
as means of information disclosure and sharing, based on opinions given at events for issues concerning exotic

plants in a community, and summarized a practical regional alliance against exotic plants.

Keywords: Regional alliances, actions by residents, exotic plants, plants unique to gravel bars, index species
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