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The Kakitagawa River Restoration Plan
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The Kakita River, the branch of the Kano River is a spring—fed river, in which rainwater and meltwater at the
foot of Mt. Fuji are collected as groundwater, and erupt to the surface. This distinguished river was designated
as a national natural monument in 2011. Although it is a small river of length 1.2 km, the amount of spring water
per day is as large as 1 to 1.2 million m*®/s. It also has a unique natural environment where valuable organisms
such as Ranunculus nipponicus var. japonicus, which depend on the spring water environment, inhabit. On the
other hand, sediment has been building up recently in the river channel, and alien species such as Veronica
anagallis—aquatica have invaded and established themselves. Such vegetation confines indigenous species
including Ranunculus nipponicus var. japonicu, and affects the growth of valuable indigenous organisms.

Based on the current situation of the Kakita River, this paper describes a study which resulted in the Kakita
River Restoration Plan, aiming to promote more specific measures to preserve and restore the natural
environment of the Kakita River.

The Kakita River Restoration Committee, consisting of nature conservation groups, experts, and administrative
authorities, studied a more effective monitoring plan based on the opinions of people concerned and specialists,
in liaison with relevant organizations and communities, in order to develop a more workable plan in which

various bodies involved with the Kakita River cooperate based on a common perception.

Keywords: Kakita River, spring water, invasive alien species, Veronica anagallis-aquatica, residents,
monitoring, PDCA
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