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Consideration of the establishment of a framework for river development
that contributes to regional revitalization, etc.
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There are various socioeconomic issues in Japan: population decline, low birthrate and longevity, global
warming, diminishing biodiversity, and the worst economic crisis in a century, etc. With these issues in mind,
future river development projects must make steady progress in improving safety against floods and river
development on a reduced budget. At the same time, private funds and know-how should be effectively used
(e.g. boosting service levels, reducing costs, and ensuring projects take effect early) to create liveliness in
riverfront space in order to promote regional economic growth and revitalization.

This research study investigates various advanced case studies inside and outside Japan having introduced
private sector vitality, and examines new methods to promote river development that contributes to regional
revitalization, etc.

Consequently, the conditions of private sector participation (e.g. providing an incentive to the private sector,
condition setting to improve the willingness of the private sector to participate) and a new method to promote
river development which helps create liveliness are suggested. They also include collaborative projects in which
river administrators, local authorities, and private businesses receive their own benefits, and the integrated
development of river administration and regional development facilities by utilizing the Private Finance Initiative
(PFI) method.

Key words: river development, city planning, PFI, deregulation, utilization of the private sector
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