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Study on the river management of the Iwaki River downstream basin

22 5

The Iwaki River Research Group of the River Ecology Research Group of Japan conducted a comprehensive
research study on the downstream basin of the lwaki River, from both river engineering and ecology perspectives,
for five years from FY 2006 to 2010. This paper reports the results of the study on the monitoring plan of Lake
Jusan and the management of the reed bed by utilizing past study findings.

A favorable growth and inhabiting environment has been developed for organisms in the present Lake Jusan
and Mitoguchi (a channel connecting the Sea of Japan and Lake Jusan) remains stable, despite having been
clogged many times previously. Nevertheless, environmental conditions may vary due to climate change, etc.
Therefore, it is important to accumulate basic study data based on monitoring in future.  Accordingly, this paper
explains the items, frequency, and positions of the monitoring study, as well as how to use the study results for
river management.

Grassland birds such as the Japanese marsh warbler, an endangered species, inhabit the reed bed in the
downstream basin of the Iwaki River. As reeds are also used for industrial purposes, reed bed has been
managed by intentional burns and harvesting. Previous studies showed that intentional burns and harvesting
have helped preserve the quality of reeds and maintain the habitat of the Japanese marsh warbler. In recent
years however, the reed industry has been declining, and intentional burns have become a social issue due to
many complaints about the smoke generated. For these reasons, intentional burns of reed bed have become
difficult to continue. This paper reviews the purpose of reed bed management, and offers proposals for a
maintenance and management system and the method of information disclosure in the community.

Key words: River Ecology Research Group of Japan, Lake Jusan, Mitoguchi, reed bed, pale grass blue,
Japanese marsh warbler, monitoring, management
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