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River improvement towards a revival of riverboat transportation in the downstream

basin of the Tone River
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The downstream basin of the Tone River, which had bustled with activity as an arterial waterway, lost its
function of river transportation after the war. However, there are still many regional resources in riverside areas,
including natural landscapes, historical attractions, and agricultural, forestry and marine products, which can be
used as tourism resources. Under such circumstances, the “Tone Riverboat Transportation and Regional
Development Council” was established by 19 municipalities along the river in 2008, and started its efforts for
regional revitalization of the Tone River as a base for exchange and collaboration by making use of riverboat
transportation, riverfront space and regional resources.

This report examines what kind of regional resources (e.g. history, nature, and food) should be combined with
projects in order to effectively implement riverboat transportation projects that contribute to regional
revitalization, through various pilot programs conducted by the Tone Riverboat Transportation and Regional

Development Council.

Key Words : Tone River, riverboat transportation, regional revitalization, tourism
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