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Analysis and planning of development and preservation of the environment in the

Rl

Arakawa River downstream area
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In the downstream area of the Arakawa River, which was originally developed as a discharge channel of the
Arakawa River in 1930, the use of dry riverbeds as playing fields and parks was promoted while the suburbs of
Tokyo were rapidly urbanized after the war. The area has recently drawn attention as a rare waterfront
environment in urban areas where nature of a certain scale remains preserved. In 1996, the ‘Next Arakawa’
Future Plan was formulated, and river development has been promoted in the downstream basin of the Arakawa
River based on this plan. As a result, the downstream area of the Arakawa River currently has many visitors as
a place that provides a precious natural environment and open space in urban areas. But now, about ten years
have passed since the formulation of the plan, and various issues, including degraded natural areas, worsening
manners of users of dry riverbeds, and changes in user needs, have been pointed out along with changes in social
and economic situation.

This paper aims to clarify the current issues and summarize opinions until the end of FY 2009, regarding the
use of dry riverbeds and the sizes of natural areas, playing grounds and parks. For that purpose, a questionnaire
survey was conducted targeting residents living in the riverside area in the downstream basin of the Arakawa
River, users of dry riverbeds, and sports organizations using dry riverbeds, of whom 3,644 returned their
questionnaires. It also aims to comprehensively examine an ideal way to use natural areas and rivers in the
downstream area of the Arakawa River, and measures to be taken in the future as well as new zoning plans, and
to outline the “2010 Overall Concept for the ‘Next Arakawa' Future Plan (draft)”, which was compiled as common
rules and guidelines on which a community consensus has been built, in view of various opinions from relevant
users.

Key Words : river environment, space utilization, zoning, questionnaire survey, rules for using dry
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