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Study on measures for formation of an ecological river network
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Recently, it has been pointed out that biodiversity is rapidly deteriorating, and conservation of biodiversity
should be addressed as an important issue. One of the measures for conservation of biodiversity is to “enhance
activities to conserve species of organisms and expand the area in which ecosystems are conserved”. In order to
achieve this, a wide-area network for whole ecosystems (ecological network) should be formulated by determining
connection routes between habitat environments of living organisms, and allocating adequate protected areas.

With regard to the continuity of habitat environments in rivers, improvement in the habitat/growing
environments of living organisms, such as species of fish, has been promoted with a focus on longitudinal
continuity. As a result, some positive results have been achieved.

In river basin areas, including waterways inside or outside dike and paddy fields, there are habitat
environments for various living organisms, while clear connections between rivers and surrounding river basin
areas (e.g. agricultural waterways and paddy fields) have not yet been identified.

In view of such circumstances, this study aims to grasp and summarize the current situation of inhabitation by
living organisms and regional efforts, based on the results of field surveys of rivers in the country and the
national census of river environments.

It also aims to report the results of measures to establish an eco-net based on information collected on rivers,
in which the results of field surveys of rivers in the country reveal that measures for formation and conservation

of favorable habitat environments for living organisms have been implemented.
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