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Appropriate management of river basin forests in the Kanna River
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In the Karasu — Kanna River in the Tone River System, which is located in the southwest of Gunma
Prefecture, waterfront improvement measures that take advantage of the special characteristics of the river and
the natural environment have now been promoted in order to ensure the safety level of flood control and water
utilization. “Ideal Methods for Waterfront Improvement and Conservation in the Karasu — Kanna River” was
prepared in FY 2005 to outline the direction of waterfront improvement measures. It points out the “need to take
immediate measures against rapid expansion of river basin forests” and the “reduced involvement in and
concerns for rivers due to difficult access to the waterfront” caused by such river basin forest expansion. Under
such circumstances, immediate measures and appropriate management are required.

This research study aims to present the results of new trial construction (chip covering) in addition to trial
construction focused on tree trimming and stump pulling, which have been implemented in the Kanna River in
the past, as well as the results of analysis and assessment of the inhibitory effects of each implementation of

countermeasures based on the above results.

Key Words : Waterfront improvement, measures against river basin forests, Robinia pseudoacacia, trial

construction, moniloring
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