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A Study on the Reforestation Mechanism in the Kizu River
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The Kizu River is one of the major tributaries of the Yodo River, and is a typical Japanese sand bed river.
Especially, in the downstream section of the Kizu River, approximately 20 km upstream from the confluence with
the Yodo River, there are about 20 sand bars in a row. However, the area of sand bars has recently been
decreasing, while there are many exuberant types of vegetation and trees in river basins. In order to prevent the
inhibition of river flow by river basin forests, tree cutting has been carried out by the river administrator at the
sites where flood control efforts might be hampered.

The Kizu River Research Group of the River Ecology Research Group of Japan has conducted research studies
on sand bars in the downstream section of the Kizu River since 1998, and has achieved many results regarding
the physical environment, ecosystem, and physical cycles.

This paper aims to identify the cause of the expansion of the vegetation area on sand bars, and to summarize
the results from examination of the reforestation mechanism in the Kizu River as a sand river by making use of

past research results.

Key Words : Sand bar river, sand bar, vegetation, trees, tree cutting, River Ecology Research Group of

Japan, reforestation mechanism
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