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River improvement towards a revival of riverboat transportation in the downstream basin of the Tone River

(Implementation of Tone River Regional Revitalization Project through Riverboat Transportation)
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In the downstream basin of the Tone River, a number of riverside markets developed along the river due to
the project by Ieyasu Tokugawa to move the Tone River to the east. Those markets supported prosperity in the
city of Edo, and significantly contributed to economic development in riverside regions through riverboat
transportation, such as by the Takase boats. After the war, riverboat transportation declined with the
development of land transport, such as railways and road transport, and lost its functions as a stream network
transport and distribution system. However, the Tone River is a river with the largest basin area in Japan, and
with the nickname of “Bando Taro” meaning the biggest river in the Kanto region, it has an extensive navigable
area. It allows boats to navigate in a section of about 8 km from Choshi at the river mouth to the vicinity of
Toride City, and also connects to lakes, such as Kasumigaura, Inbanuma and Teganuma.

In FY2007, the Tonegawa-Karyu River Office of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
and concerned local governments along the river held a study session on riverboat transportation in the
downstream basin of the Tone River, and started discussions to promote regional alliances and development. Last
year, these local governments established the Tone River Riverboat Transportation and Regional Development
Council, which was approved by the “Genki Saisei (Revitalization) Project for Local Activities in FY2008" of the
Cabinet Office, and is planning pilot programs under the “Tone River Regional Revitalization Project through
Riverboat Transportation”.

This study aims to report details of pilot program events, point out issues based on event results, and present
the results of a study on countermeasures, etc., under the title of “Tone River Regional Revitalization Project
through Riverboat Transportation”.
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