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Basic research on information sharing concerning nature restoration of a river
-Analysis on an archive concerning the Iruma River-
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This research, which concerned the Iruma River in the Arakawa River System, aimed to acquire knowledge to
create an archive that would contribute to nature restoration of the river by investigating the whereabouts of
photographs taken earlier than 1965, identifying their owners, and analyzing their characteristics. Another
objective of the research was to select typical photos from those available, extract information from the photos
together with local experts, and clarify the characteristics of the information acquired. From a survey of the
owners and their photos, it became clear that the owners had been involved in flood control, development, and
providing information concerning the Iruma River, and they had photos of things, events or places associated
with their operations. The information extracted from the photos was analyzed in collaboration with local experts
in five areas: nature, civil engineering, fishery, history, and education. It was found that more detailed information
could be obtained not only from the main objects in the photos, but also from other things such as structures in
the backgrounds, landforms around the river, vegetation along the river, and locations of private houses.
Furthermore, it became clear that more constructive information which did not appear in the photos could be
obtained, and various kinds of knowledge about specialized areas could be extracted. In many cases, this
knowledge was different according to the specialized area. This means that the experts read the information

from different points of view.
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