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River management aiming to assist in returning crested ibis to the wild (third report)
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In Sado Island, various efforts have been promoted for returning crested ibis to the wild. In September 2008,
ten crested ibises were released into the sky over Sado Island as an experimental bird release, and the
momentum for returning crested ibis to the wild has been increasing. As part of efforts to return crested ibis to
the wild, administrative agencies responsible for river management prepared the “Sado Region River (including
Kokufu River System) Nature Restoration Plan” with the goals of conservation, restoration and creation of
biodiversity in rivers from a viewpoint of providing support for river management, and have been promoting
nature restoration in rivers mainly in the eastern Kosado district of Sado Island.

This paper aims to report the progress of efforts for nature restoration in the Tenno River through regional
alliances, following last year’s report. With regard to nature restoration in the Tenno River, a nature restoration
implementation plan has been developed mainly in the Tenno River Residents Discussion Meeting in which local
residents participated and in advisory meetings of scholars, aiming to promote cooperation between the
government, industry and academia. The Residents’ Discussion Meeting confirmed a common awareness among
all participants, and allowed local residents to take the initiative in promoting community-based nature
restoration efforts by adopting residents’ ideas in the restoration plan. Specifically, according to the nature
restoration implementation plan, it was agreed that efforts would start with the estuary region. As a result, the
estuary region nature restoration implementation plan (draft) was reviewed with the aim of reducing the impact

on Lake Kamo, which was the destination of effluent water from the Tenno River.

Key words : crested ibis, returning to the wild, Sado, nature restoration, middle-small rivers, Tenno

River, regional alliances
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