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Trends in river environment restoration and international networking efforts in Asia
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Public interest in river restoration has grown in many parts of the world in recent years. At the nature
restoration session of the Fourth World Water Forum held in March, 2006, the representatives of the
participating countries including Japan, China, South Korea and Malaysia publicly agreed on the necessity of the
establishment of the International Information Exchange Network.

In November, 2006, under the leadership of the Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration
(FRC) , organizations from Japan, China and South Korea established the Asian River Restoration Network
(ARRN) , a network designed mainly for interpersonal communication and information exchange. Concurrently
with the establishment of ARRN, FRC established the Japan River Restoration Network (JRRN) as a local
contact organization.

This paper reviews the trends in river environment restoration in Asia that have come to be known through
the activities of the two network organizations, outlines the activities of the ARRN since its establishment, and

introduces plans for further international networks.
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well as culture.

countries with similar social and natural conditions.

1. It has been realized that river restoration is of vital importance to socio-economic sustainable development in
parallel with flood management and water use management.

2. It is necessary to recognize that the basin as a basic unit for management, that the river environment is
dynamic, and that the environment of the various rivers is maintained by dynamic disturbance.

3. It is necessary for the countries in Asian monsoon region to establish the suitable methodology and technology
for river restoration, considering dense population, frequent and severe flooding, and abundant rice paddy.

4. In Asian monsoon region human-influence to a cultural landscape is harmonized with the ecosystem traditionally.
Those landscapes that have been modified by humans over long periods are often also important for nature as

5. It is important to develop a database and Asian network of projects and knowledge of international experts in
river restoration. River restoration is a multi-disciplinary and multi-organizational task that should be supported
by river engineers, environmental scientists, ecologists, water managers and the public.

6. It is urgent to establish a river restoration guideline suitable for the Asian monsoon region as a reference for
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