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A study on collection and sharing of coastal information
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Japan's 35,000-kilometer coastline is the sixth longest among the countries of the world. Coasts are important
places for land conservation, leisure time activities and industrial activities and as habitats for diverse animal and
plant species. However, coastal management is performed by a limited staff and budget of each management
organization, so information necessary for proper management is currently not necessarily available.

Focusing on the possibility that various coastal information is provided by citizens, the Coastal Environment
Survey Study Group established and managed "Coastal Information Station", a two-way communication Web site
assumed that the provided information is shared and put to practical use.

After about one year of management of "Coastal Information Station", this study evaluates its usefulness and

considers ways to make even more effective use of the Web site.

Key words : coastal management, coastal environment, coastal information, Web site, two-way
communication
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