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Drawing up the Action Plan for Using River Water as Emergency Water Supply
(Use as Fire-fighting Water) under the Tsurumi River Basin Water Master Plan
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As a typical urban river basin, the Tsurumi River basin underwent rapid urbanization since the mid-1960s, and
various problems including the aggravation of inundation damage resulted. The Tsurumi River Basin Water
Council adopted the Tsurumi River Basin Water Master Plan in August, 2004, with the aim of restoring a sound
hydrological system of the river basin.

"Earthquake and fire crisis management," which is one of the key sections of the Tsurumi River Basin Water
Master Plan, basically aims to protect the Tsurumi River basin from earthquakes and fires. The goals of this
section are to construct a disaster prevention network by integrating the river and local communities and create
disaster-resistant communities making effective use of the river. It is generally thought that river water plays a
critical role in the event of an earthquake-induced conflagration in which fire-fighting water becomes in short
supply. In order to utilize river water as fire-fighting water in case of an earthquake-induced fire, local
governments' fire departments and disaster prevention departments and river administrators jointly drew up the
Action Plan for Using River Water as Emergency Water Supply (Use as Fire-fighting Water).

This paper reports on details of the action plan including the target year for implementation, planning areas,
proposed improvement options, task allocation and the planning process, describes the problems to be addressed
in the coming years, and indicates the direction in which further efforts should be going.
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