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Networking of waterway transport in the lower Tone River (social experimentation study)
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In the lower reaches of the Tone River, waterway transport used to be an important means of passenger and
cargo transportation. It is generally said that waterway transport saw its heyday during the Edo Period (1603-
1868). Waterway transport declined later as railway and motor-vehicle transportation developed. In recent years,
waterway transport began to be expected to contribute to regional development, increasing momentum toward
the revival of waterway transport. Basically, except in an emergency, waterway transport aiming to promote
regional development is dependent on private-sector vitality and Municipality. Since river administrators cannot
directly manage and administer waterway transport activities, it is necessary to provide assistance to private-
sector navigation. Ways to utilize waterway transport in normal times include tourism, environmental learning
and logistic use. In view of the situation of and the physical conditions in the lower reaches of the Tone River
today, it is thought that waterway transport can be used effectively as a tourism resource.

This paper reports on studies on the construction and normal-time use of emergency boatslips planned with
the aim of revitalizing riparian communities by waterway transport, on the implementation of social

experimentation and on the cost-effectiveness of such boatslips.

Key words : waterway transport, regional development, disaster prevention, emergency boatslip,

environmental learning, logistics
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