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Analysis of floodway construction
and community satisfaction enhancement by waterfront improvement
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Using data on completed floodways, this study analyzes floodway construction and community satisfaction
enhancement achieved by waterfront improvement, etc., to obtain basic data that can be used to gain local
residents understanding of floodway construction.

In Japan, many floodways have been constructed in many parts of the country as a means of flood control. In
connection with the construction of those floodways, various problems were encountered in each area, and the
floodways were completed by solving those problems in various ways. An analysis of selected floodway projects
revealed a number of factors leading to local opposition to floodway construction, namely, (1) the existence of
sufferers who are not beneficiaries, (2) distrust in government, (3) concern about possible influence on people's
daily life, (4) concern about technical problems, and (5) concern about regional segmentation.

To solve the problems listed above, the following solutions to be used in the process from floodway planning to
completion were identified: (1) creating a waterfront environment with added value, (2) great cooperation of local
municipalities, (3) measures to cope with environmental changes, (4) mitigating the effects of regional
segmentation, and (5) securing accessibility.

The case study revealed that there are various aspects to the single category of "floodway." Because public
needs have diversified, it is important to learn what should be learned from the past, adopt new things where
necessary, think about what floodway planning should be like, and take use various solutions accordingly. It is
necessary to adopt the nature-oriented river management approach as much as possible for floodway planning so
that a locally acceptable waterfront environment can be created as in the cases of the Ara and Omono rivers.
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