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Success factor of the citizen-based city planning on practical use of rivers
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Rivers are the origin of climate and culture of communities and play multifaceted and diverse functions.

River projects in Japan during the period of rapid economic growth gave priority to flood control measures
such as fully lined channels so as to alienate rivers from people. Consequently, the relationship between rivers
and people has become increasingly weaker, and various benefits that people used to receive from rivers have
been lost.

In view of the situation, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism instituted projects for
community improvement making effective use of rivers such as "hometown river projects' in order to regenerate
relationship between rivers and communities. These projects have contributed to community improvement and
regional revitalization. From such points of view as urban regeneration and regional regeneration, however, there
has been growing demand for further community improvement and regional revitalization to be achieved by
letting rivers fully perform their functions and making rivers as attractive as possible.

Paying attention to effective utilization of rivers in community improvement efforts from the standpoint of
cooperation with local communities, this study analyzed the effects of different community improvement
approaches on the use of improved river space. This paper reports factors of “will, people, method (to cooperate
with local organizations), fund and resource” play important roles to make community regeneration using river

successful.

Key words : citizen-based city planning , regional revitalization, river space, use, success factor, key

person, cooperation with community, fact-finding surve
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