[BREVWD LAINDLY] (ST 2MRHRE

ZBRINNOE RAEICET T 51%57

A study on promotion of nature-oriented river works
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Since the ministerial notification on the promotion of nature-oriented river works in 1990, many nature-oriented
river works designed to conserve and create the habitats of river-inhabiting organisms and scenic natural
landscapes have been carried out. Originally planned as pilot projects, nature-oriented river works became the
norm for all river projects in 1997 and have since been implemented throughout the country. Although some of
those projects, however, successfully combined flood control functions and environmental functions, there were
many more or less uniform, thoughtless projects imitating the river works used for other river sections. Starting
in 2005, therefore, the Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration verified the state of nature-
oriented river works, considered the direction of nature-oriented river works in the coming years and conducted
a series of studies with the aim of eliminating problematic river works and enhancing the standard for river
works.

This paper reports on some of those studies, namely, the studies related to the process from the efforts of the
Nature-oriented River Works Review Committee established in September, 2005, to the March, 2008, notification
on technical standards for river channel planning for smaller rivers (River Environment Division, River
Improvement and Maintenance Division and Disaster Prevention and Relief Division of the River Bureau,

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism).
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