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Policy for measures against washed-up trash
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In coastal areas in Japan, damage caused by trash washed ashore, such as hampering the functions of coastal
conservation facilities and degrading coastal environments, has become a serious problem that requires urgent
countermeasures.

In this study, problems associated with washed-up trash were identified by investigating the actual state of
washed-up trash and evaluating current coastal management practices in dealing with washed-up trash, and a
policy for measures against trash washed ashore was drawn up.

In order to investigate the actual state of trash washes ashore in Japan, a nationwide survey on washed-up
trash was conducted intensively over a period of about month to prevent recounting trash washed ashore twice

or more. This was the first attempt of its kind in Japan.

Key words: coast, beach, shore, washing ashore, trash, environment, life, citizens, NPO, cooperation,

mutual assistance
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Polyethylene in Zooplankton

”

Plastic in Fecal Pellet

4 -
Plastic Particles in gut

1. Average particle size = 20 microns
2. Fresh zooplankton samples tested in a container
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(Dr. Anthony L. Andrady, APEC Marine Debris Seminar in Hawaii, 2004)“|
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