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A study on development of inland waterway transport
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The role of inland waterway transport (including river navigation and coastal shipping ) (IWT) is being
reconsidered from the viewpoints of environment-friendly and energy-efficient , easing traffic congestion,
ensuring emergency transportation functions in the event of disasters, and supporting tourism and recreation
activities.

The purpose of this study is to identify current trends and problems of IWT in Japan and indicate a direction
toward development of IWT from the viewpoints of normal use and emergency use. In normal times, IWT can be
used to transport dangerous goods and waste materials in order to contribute greatly to the mitigation of urban
environmental problems. In emergency times, there is a possibility that IWT is useful to transport emergency
relief goods, stranded commuters, and debris of earthquake-damaged structures. A case study of the Ara River
showed that IWT can contribute, to some degree, to relief activities for the riverside municipalities.

As a next step, it is hoped that practical problems on promoteing the use of IWT are identified, methods of
partnership of the organizations concerned are clarified, and the role and effectiveness of IWT are publicized,

through social experimentation.

Key words : inland waterway transport, logistics, disaster management, regional development, emergency

jetty, social experimentation, World Water Forum
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