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Riverfront utilization efforts for the Ota River
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The city of Hiroshima, which has been formed by the delta of the Ota River, is characterized by as many as
six rivers running through its urban center, a rare topography in Japan. The percentage of water surface in the
urban area is one of the highest among the cities in Japan. As a city of water along with Osaka, Hiroshima is
making pioneering efforts to create a city taking advantage of its rivers.

On March 23, 2004, a government circular titled "On Exceptional Measures under the Rules for Permitting the
Use of River Zones for Facilities for the Restoration of Cities and Other Areas" was issued in connection with
urban restoration projects and regional restoration programs that have been underway in recent years. Thus, it
has become possible make flexible use of various systems associated with the use of river zones in order to
enhance the utility value of dry riverbed areas and promote community building efforts taking advantage of
riverfront space. This means that it has now become possible for private enterprises to hold various events and
run commercial establishments such as open cafes in river zones, all of which were not permitted under the old
regulations.

This paper reports the impact of a social experiment that has been conducted since last year on the

exceptional measures under the rules for permitting the use of river zones of the Ota River in Hiroshima City.

Key words : rules for permitting the use of river zones, social experiment, Ota River, open cafe
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