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A study on high-standard levee projects taking advantage of regional characteristics
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This paper reports the results of a study on what a high-standard levee project in a suburban area should be
like.

High-standard levees have been planned and constructed as integral part of community planning in view of the
future of the riverside community concerned. However, mainly because of the economic slump following the
bursting of the economic bubble and the deterioration of the finances of the local governments implementing
joint projects, high-standard levee construction, which requires a huge amount of expenditure, has not progressed
as expected.

In recent years, the compact city concept, which, by thinking of the area within walking distance as the living
sphere, aims to prevent urban sprawl, regenerate the community and make the community a better place to live
in, has been drawing attention. In riverside areas located in the suburbs of municipalities, therefore, the task of
riverside community development itself has become difficult to achieve.

In view of this situation, this study focused on the region along the upper reaches of the Ara River that is
located in the outskirts of the municipalities along the river and that includes many urbanization control areas. In
the study, urban facilities that can be developed together with high-standard levees were identified, taking into
consideration the river characteristics, and problems expected if a joint project is to be implemented were

studied.
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