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On the current state and problems of nature-oriented river works using nature-friendly
methods in Gifu Prefecture
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This paper outlines the present state and problems of the nature-oriented river works using nature-friendly
methods (called "nature-friendly river works" in Gifu Prefecture) carried out in Gifu Prefecture in fiscal 2006 and
reports on what was achieved as a result of those river works.

In view of the review of nature-oriented river works made in 2005, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and
Transport redefined its river management policy from 'nature-oriented river works" to "nature-oriented river
management" and is planning river projects that are more nature-oriented than conventional projects. In Gifu
Prefecture, nature-oriented river projects began in 1990. In 2001, the practices at that time were reconsidered. As
a result, the Nature-friendly Method Study Group was established jointly by industry, citizens, academia and the
government as a 'project for riverfront restoration project,” and efforts have been made in the areas of
"manufacturing,” "human resources development"' and "field research." To assist in "manufacturing,’ the Nature-
friendly Method Certification System was instituted to disseminate information on nature-friendly methods of
river improvement that are effective in conserving, restoring or creating the natural environment and thereby
encourage the development of nature-friendly products. In this fiscal year, the Nature-friendly Method
Certification System was reviewed to identify the present state and problems of nature-oriented river works in
Gifu Prefecture. As a result, a number of problems were pointed out. For example, it is often thought that the
goal of living with nature can be achieved simply by using nature-friendly methods without clearly defining
objectives to be accomplished, and river improvement methods that have been successful for other rivers are

used without understanding the mechanism of the rivers to be improved.
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