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From nature-oriented river works to nature-oriented river management
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The ministerial circular issued in 1990 on the implementation of "nature-oriented river works" initiated nature-
oriented river works in Japan with the aim of conserving or creating riverine habitats and beautiful natural
environments. Although initiated as pilot projects, nature-oriented river works have now become the norm for all
river projects. The nature-oriented river projects carried out in the past, however, include projects that
effectively combined a flood control function and an environmental function, but they also include many
standardized projects that simply imitated methods used for other river sections.

This paper verifies the present state of nature-oriented river works, reviews the past efforts and problems of
nature-oriented river works identified by the Nature-oriented River Works Review Committee established in
September, 2005, in order to deliberate on a desirable direction of nature-oriented river works in the coming
years, and reports the results of deliberations on the measures to be taken to solve the problems indicated by the

committee.
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