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Nature restoration plan for the lower reaches of the Ishikari River
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The area along the lower reaches of the Ishikari River used to be a wetland area dotted with lake. As a result
of various river improvement projects including cut-off projects, urban areas and large expanses of agricultural
land have emerged, and these areas have become centers of society, economy and culture in Hokkaido. The
improvement projects for the Ishikari River have greatly contributed to the development of the river basin but
also have had a great impact on the river basin and the environment of the river. The resulting environmental
changes are thought to be the cause of the disappearance of Acipenser medirostris, Grus japonensis and Hucho
perryi that, according to records, used to inhabit the Ishikari River.

This report concerns the formulation of a nature restoration plan for the lower reaches of the Ishikari River.
Because it is difficult to fully restore the nature that existed in the past from today's highly developed state of
society and because diverse environments distributed over a large area are to be restored, the plan was designed
to include a general scheme for restoring the lower reaches of the Ishikari River and a direction of restoration.

In this study, environmental elements used by representative species of life using the environment of the
Ishikari River and how those environmental elements are used were identified for the purpose of investigating (1)
the relationship between the historical changes in the river basin and the river and the resulting changes in the
physical and social environments and (2) the relationship between the environmental characteristics of the study
area and the environment used by various species of life. After investigating these relationships, measures to be

taken in connection with ongoing and planned river improvement projects were identified.

Key words : Ishikari River, nature restoration, wetland, lake, riparian woods, indicator species, adaptive

management
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