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An approach to international exchange of information for river restoration technology
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This paper introduces an approach to international exchange of information being taken with the aim of
enhancing river restoration technology by introducing Japanese river restoration technologies to the rest of the
world and sharing information with other countries.

The restoration of rivers and surrounding areas has become a matter of growing concern in many parts of the
world. In the nature restoration session at the Fourth World Water Forum held in March, 2006, the necessity of
the establishment of an international information network was confirmed at an open discussion among the partici-
pants including the representatives of Japan, China, Korea and Malaysia.

As a result, currently the establishment of a network relying on two means of information exchange, namely,
the exchange of personnel and the exchange of information through Internet Web sites, is under study. The net-
work is to cover the Asia monsoon countries whose climatic and geographic conditions are close to those of Japan.
The networking, however, will also include the preparation of a restoration guideline for use in the countries in
the Asia monsoon region where nature restoration efforts are likely to be strengthened in the coming years. A
system for cooperation among the countries that are highly interested in nature restoration, namely, Japan, China
and Korea, has already been established, and discussions on the establishment of an international information net-

work are currently underway.

Key words : nature restoration, Asia monsoon region, exchange of personnel, Web site
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