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Methodology of coastal environment surveys conducted in cooperation with local community

(interim report)
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A coast is a land-sea boundary and is a kind of space with distinctive characteristics. A coast consists of various
geological and topographical features such as sand beaches, gravel beaches and tidal flats. In addition, the coast-
line of Japan is complex, so that there are diverse habitats for diverse forms of life.

So far, a number of studies have been conducted on methods for evaluating the coastal environment from the
viewpoint of the biological environment. As citizens and groups interested in coasts and involved in independent
studies and activities have increased in recent years, a conceptual study was conducted in fiscal 2004 on coastal
environment surveys with the aim of speeding up the collection of information on the coastal environment by
involving citizens.

This paper introduces case studies of local coast surveys conducted as part of "activities through the coopera-
tion of citizens, academic experts and the government" on the basis of the results of the 2004 study under the
guidance of the Coastal Environment Survey Study Group, and identifies challenges related to a desirable form of

coastal environment survey.
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