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Action plan under the Tsurumi River Basin Water Master Plan
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The Tsurumi River is a typical urban river in Japan. The river basin has been urbanized rapidly since 1965.
Today, urbanized lands account for 85 percent of the total land area and the population of the river basin is 18.8
million. The water-retention and retarding functions of the river basin have declined because of the rapid urban-
ization. To cope with the emerging problems including an increase in inundation damage, the first comprehensive
flood control efforts in Japan began in the second half of the 1970s. Later, in order to conserve a sound hydrologi-
cal system, the Tsurumi River Basin Water Master Plan was adopted in August, 2004, for the improvement of the
water environment and the natural environment.

About two years have passed since the Tsurumi River Basin Water Master Plan was drawn up with the aim of
creating a sustainable society capable of harmonious coexistence with nature by restoring the soundness of the
river basin's hydrological system, and goals for a period of about five years have been set according to the medi-
um to long range goals.

This paper briefly describes an action plan for appropriate progress control, reports on the studies being con-
ducted by government organizations on various action plans for related programs, and indicates the challenges

and direction of action plans to be implemented in the coming years.

Key words : restoration of hydrological system, river basin water master plan, action plan, consensus building
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