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Study on utilization of emergency boatslips and riverbed roads in the lower Ara River
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Emergency boatslips and emergency riverbed roads (hereafter referred to as "emergency facilities") are facili-
ties for quickly transporting heavy equipment and materials needed for repair work if river facilities are damaged
by an earthquake. Emergency facilities are also used for purposes such as delivering relief goods, transporting
evacuees and carrying out debris in the form of assistance from local governments or other organizations.

The construction of emergency facilities is already underway in the lower reaches of the Ara River, and local
disaster prevention plans drawn up by local governments call for the utilization of those facilities. It has been
found, however, that local governments and local residents are aware of the existence of those facilities, the meth-
ods for using them in an emergency are not fully understood. In order to make effective use of emergency facili-
ties in the event of an earthquake, it is important to use and understand those facilities in ordinary times, and it is
necessary to indicate how to use those facilities so that there is no interference between restoration activities for
damaged river management facilities and disaster prevention activities.

This study focused on how emergency facilities should be used in the event of an earthquake and measures to
promote the use of those facilities in ordinary times. As a result, procedures of river administrators for using
emergency boatslips, etc. in the event of an earthquake, rules that the local governments must follow in using
those facilities, and procedures to be followed when there are conflicting needs to use boatslips have been drawn
up. This study also proposes a social experiment in which in ordinary times, bicycles and peoples are ferried to

the opposite side of the river from emergency boatslips, etc.

Key words : lower reaches of the Ara River, emergency boatslip, emergency riverbed road, rules of use, use in

ordinary times, social experiment
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