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The Asuwa riverfront improvement considering local natural environment, history and culture
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In the wake of the tremendous flood damage including a levee break caused by the Asuwa River, a Class A
river, during the Fukui Heavy Rain in July, 2004, a "special emergency project for the control of severe river dis-
aster’" was adopted for the Asuwa River. Though an urban river flowing across the city of Fukui, the Asuwa
River is relatively blessed with nature. The cherry trees along the river banks, which, coupled with the cherry
trees of Mt. Asuwa, have been chosen as one of the "100 Best Cherry Blossom Spots in Japan," are a symbolic fea-
ture and important tourism resource of Fukui. A riverfront improvement plan has also been drawn up for making
people recognize anew that the Asuwa River is the axis of the city and promoting regional development while
making effective use of the historical heritages such as the Fukui Castle site and Mt. Asuwa.

In this study, changes in the lotic environment and changes in environmental conditions such as saltwater
intrusion caused by the planned river improvement were estimated, and concrete measures that could be taken
to conserve and restore the natural environment were identified. In addition to these measures, measures to con-
serve and restore the cherry tree-lined banks without compromising the flood control function and riverfront
improvement measures giving consideration to local history and culture such as navigation-related measures and
Fukui Castle moat restoration were proposed. In connection with this study, study meetings attended by academ-
ic experts and representatives of various groups, the Fukui Prefectural Government and the Fukui Municipal

Government were also held to receive advice and guidance.

Key Words : nature-oriented river works, saltwater intrusion, cherry tree-lined banks, riverfront improvement,

regional development, history and culture, Asuwa River
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