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Landscaping plan for the Kitakami River
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Retaining grand, prototypical landscapes, the Kitakami River is one of the largest rivers in the Tohoku region.
In the old days, the river used to be closely related to the history and culture of the communities in its drainage
basin.

Because of the lack of a concrete plan for landscaping consistent throughout the river basin, past landscaping
schemes focused in many cases on site-specific phenomena (at or around particular sites), often creating land-
scapes that are incongruous to the surroundings including the landscapes of the sections immediately upstream or
downstream.

In this study, the results of analyses of the present landscape structure are described, and the images local resi-
dents have of the Kitakami River are reviewed. Then, a landscaping plan is drawn up as a landscape master plan
focusing mainly on the river, and an outline is formulated so that by using the plan as a guideline, river projects
and various other river-related projects can be designed so as to go well with the surrounding landscape.

This study focuses on the area from Shijushida Dam to the boundary with Miyagi Prefecture (within the juris-

diction of the Iwate Office of River and National Highway).
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Kitakami River
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