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Concepts for riverscape design and conservation
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This paper reports the details and results of deliberations made in fiscal 2004 and 2005 about riverscaping guidelines.

In July, 2003, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport compiled a document titled "Policy Guidelines
for Creating a Beautiful Country" with the aim of creating an attractive, beautiful country. The document states
that a landscaping guideline should be formulated in each field. In June, 2004, the Landscape Act was promulgat-
ed. Under these circumstances, a committee chaired by Professor Emeritus Yoshio Nakamura of the Tokyo
Institute of Technology was formed, and a handbook titled "Concepts for Riverscape Design and Conservation"
was prepared as a reference for people involved in river projects in order to create or conserve a riverscape
appropriate for each river.

One characteristic of the handbook is that the volume titled "Principles" describes rules for riverscape planning
and basic knowledge about riverscaping while the volume titled "Management" deals with methods for creating
institutional frameworks for riverscape creation and conservation such as intrabasin cooperation, public involve-
ment and consensus building. The volume titled "Design" describes riverscape survey methods, requirements for
discharge, river channels, land use, etc. (design of framework) and concepts for the design of river space as well as

individual structures (design of place).

Key words : riverscape, handbook, guideline, Policy Guidelines for Creating a Beautiful Country,Landscape Act,

consensus building, design of framework, design of place
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