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Locally-rooted river and community management efforts
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There are many roles that a riverfront can play in community improvement efforts making effective use of a
river. In order to promote urban or regional redevelopment by making effective use of rivers under the severe
financial conditions in recent years, there have been growing calls for immediately effective measures to promote
the utilization of rivers, such as nonstructural measures, river landscaping, riverfront utilization measures, in addi-
tion to conventional measures designed mainly for effective use of urban planning methods.

In community improvement efforts at the municipal level, too, a shift has been underway because of changing
social and economic conditions from large-scale structural projects to nonstructural measures implemented in
cooperation with local residents and NPOs and small-scale phased communication improvement projects.

In view of this need, this study looks at not only large-scale improvement projects integrated with urban proj-
ects but also small-scale projects aiming to promote the improvement and utilization of rivers and riverfronts
designed to meet various local needs.

By examining case studies, this study identified various locally-rooted measures to promote river and communi-

ty improvement.
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