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Survey results obtained by the bird spot census method
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This paper outlines the experimental surveys of large rivers conducted in 2005 by the bird spot census method,
a new survey method to be adopted from 2006 and reports the results of comparison of the new survey method
and the conventional method mainly in terms of survey accuracy and efficiency.

Since 1990, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport has been conducting the National Census on
River Environments for the purpose of collecting basic information concerning the natural environment of rivers.
After 16 years of the nationwide surveys, the third round of surveys was completed in 2005. During that period,
efforts had been continued to improve the survey manual for the census, but, in view of the changing situation
including various problems encountered in the field, the need to utilize survey data and changing social trends, a
major revision of the manual was made prior to the commencement of the fourth round of surveys beginning in
fiscal 2006.

For bird surveys, a new survey method called "the spot census method," in which surveys are conducted at
locations equally spaced in the longitudinal locations, has been adopted. In the past surveys, avifauna could be sur-
veyed only in a limited number of survey areas in the country. The new method can be expected to enable the
determination of avifauna in the entire river section so as to yield information that can be used for various analy-
ses, including comparison between upstream and downstream sections of a river or between different rivers and

analyses and quantitative evaluation of the river environment as a bird habitat.

Key words : National Census on River Environments, basic survey manual, bird spot census, survey accuracy,

efficiency
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