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Re-creating a white stork-habitable river while achieving nature restoration and

emergency flood control project goals
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In the region along the Maruyama River System, efforts are underway to re-create a region featuring the white
stork, a nationally protected bird species. In November, 2005, a nature restoration plan encompassing the conser-
vation and restoration of ecosystem diversity and sustainable environmental management in the river sections
managed directly by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport was adopted.

This paper briefly describes the nature restoration plan and reports on a study of specific wetland restoration
methods conducted taking into consideration (1) wetland types and wetland vegetation viable in each river sec-
tion, (2) wetland location and configuration that enable emergent plant communities to be viable, (3) maintenance
needed to retain a certain amount of wetland of the desired type, and (4) basic configuration of the restored ripari-

an wetland.

Key words : white stork, Maruyama River, nature restoration project, wetland restoration, emergency flood

control project
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