YN=702 MRARRSRE F175 20065F9R

FRI P LA Z BNV (EERRE)) —HE3H—
River improvement to restore Thorea okadae habitats; Yasumuro River experience

— The third report —
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This paper shows the development of projects based on Yasumuro Nature Restoration Plan, which was
designed on 2004.

The Yasumuro River, which runs in the town of Kamigori, Hyogo Prefecture, is a typical small river in Japan.
Various river projects including the construction of multipurpose dams to obtain a stable supply of agricultural
water and channel widening for flood damage mitigation have been carried out for this river. As a result,
streambed disturbances have become less frequent, causing the degradation of the river environment including
species such as chisujinori (Thorea okadae), a rare algal species.

In view of this situation, people from different walks of life such as administrators, farmers, fishermen and local
residents jointly carried out flushing releases of water by the continuous operation of movable weirs and manually
polished and overturned bed gravel. As a result, the fine-grained sediment deposited on the streambed and peri-
phytic algae have decreased, and the distribution range of chisujinori has expanded. Thus, it has been shown that

it is possible to restore a sound river environment hospitable to the growth of chisujinori.
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disturbance, Thorea okadae
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