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A study on the Ishikari River banks as Lethenteron japonicum habitat
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Because of the construction of cutoff channels and dredging, the banks of the Ishikari River have become steep-
er, causing shallow areas to decrease and the river banks to become monotonous in shape. As shallow areas
decrease and the river banks become monotonous, the habitats of arctic lamprey (Lethenteron japonicum) larvae
in the bottom sediment in shallow areas and waterside vegetation, such as reeds, which serves as habitats for the
young fish of ugui (Tribolodon hakonensis) and other species have been decreasing.

Bank erosion due to waves and increases in water depth caused by dredging has also become a problem.

By reviewing the result of the study about the habitat of arctic lamprey larvae obtained so far, this paper pro-
poses multiple river bank structures that can help create a physical environment capable of serving as a habitat
for arctic lamprey larvae and prevent wave-induced bank erosion. This paper also reports on the progress of the

ongoing work including the preparation for test construction.

Key words : Ishikari River, nature restoration, bank structure, arctic lamprey (Lethenteron japonicum),

larva,wave-induced erosion, groins, detached breakwater
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