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Study on efficient ways of conducting the National Census on Beach-inhabiting Plants and Animals
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In this study, deliberations continue under the guidance of the Committee on the National Census on Beach-
inhabiting Plants and Animals, with the aim of establishing a method for evaluating the coastal environment from
the viewpoint of the biological environment. Also, subjects of future investigation have been identified from the
standpoint of “more efficient collection of information taking its use into consideration” and “even more timely
collection of information,” and the obtained results have been summarized into this interim report. From the
viewpoint of “more efficient collection of information taking its use into consideration,” survey data for nine
coasts was processed and analyzed, and the relationship between survey items, such as the relationship between
“habitat base” and “living organisms” or between “living organisms and living organisms,” was investigated.
The purpose of this approach is to make it easier to use survey data for management purposes by identifying sur-
vey items that are deemed very important in considering coasts and investigating the relationship between sur-
vey items and its tendency. From the viewpoint of “even more timely collection of information,” public partici-
pation type surveys were conducted in addition to conventional expert surveys. Under the guidance of the
Coastal Environment Survey Study Group, a study is being conducted on the creation of an institutional frame-

work for the efficient collection of environmental information on coasts throughout Japan on a permanent basis.
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